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(57) ABSTRACT

A compressed-air energy storage system according to
embodiments of the present invention comprises a reversible
mechanism to compress and expand air, one or more com-
pressed air storage tanks, a control system, one or more heat
exchangers, and, in certain embodiments of the invention, a
motor-generator. The reversible air compressor-expander
uses mechanical power to compress air (when itis acting as a
compressor) and converts the energy stored in compressed air
to mechanical power (when it is acting as an expander). In
certain embodiments, the compressor-expander comprises
one or more stages, each stage consisting of pressure vessel
(the “pressure cell”) partially filled with water or other liquid.
In some embodiments, the pressure vessel communicates
with one or more cylinder devices to exchange air and liquid
with the cylinder chamber(s) thereof. Suitable valving allows
air to enter and leave the pressure cell and cylinder device, if
present, under electronic control.
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1
COMPRESSED AIR ENERGY STORAGE
SYSTEM UTILIZING TWO-PHASE FLOW TO
FACILITATE HEAT EXCHANGE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The instant nonprovisional patent application claims pri-
ority to and is a continuation of U.S. Nonprovisional patent
application Ser. No. 13/746,204, filed on Jan. 21,2013, which
claims priority to and is a continuation of U.S. Nonprovi-
sional patent application Ser. No. 13/293,882, filed on Now.
10, 2011, which claims priority to and is a continuation of
U.S. Nonprovisional patent application Ser. No. 12/701,039,
filed Feb. 5, 2010, which claims priority to and is a continu-
ation of U.S. Nonprovisional patent application Ser. No.
12/695,922, filed Jan. 28, 2010, which claims priority to and
is a nonprovisional of U.S. Provisional Patent Application
No. 61/221,487, filed Jun. 29, 2009 and incorporated by
reference in its entirety herein for all purposes.

BACKGROUND

Air compressed to 300 bar has energy density comparable
to that of lead-acid batteries and other energy storage tech-
nologies. However, the process of compressing and decom-
pressing the air typically is inefficient due to thermal and
mechanical losses. Such inefficiency limits the economic
viability of compressed air for energy storage applications,
despite its obvious advantages.

It is well known that a compressor will be more efficient if
the compression process occurs isothermally, which requires
cooling of the air before or during compression. Patents for
isothermal gas compressors have been issued on a regular
basis since 1930 (e.g., U.S. Pat. No. 1,751,537 and U.S. Pat.
No. 1,929,350). One approach to compressing air efficiently
is to effect the compression in several stages, each stage
comprising a reciprocating piston in a cylinder device with an
intercooler between stages (e.g., U.S. Pat. No. 5,195,874).
Cooling of the air can also be achieved by injecting a liquid,
such as mineral oil, refrigerant, or water into the compression
chamber or into the airstream between stages (e.g., U.S. Pat.
No. 5,076,067).

Several patents exist for energy storage systems that mix
compressed air with natural gas and feed the mixture to a
combustion turbine, thereby increasing the power output of
the turbine (e.g., U.S. Pat. No. 5,634,340). The air is com-
pressed by an electrically-driven air compressor that operates
at periods of low electricity demand. The compressed-air
enhanced combustion turbine runs a generator at times of
peak demand. Two such systems have been built, and others
proposed, that use underground caverns to store the com-
pressed air.

Patents have been issued for improved versions of this
energy storage scheme that apply a saturator upstream of the
combustion turbine to warm and humidify the incoming air,
thereby improving the efficiency of the system (e.g., U.S. Pat.
No. 5,491,969). Other patents have been issued that mention
the possibility of using low-grade heat (such as waste heat
from some other process) to warm the air prior to expansion,
also improving efficiency (e.g., U.S. Pat. No. 5,537,822).

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention relate generally to
energy storage systems, and more particularly, relates to
energy storage systems that utilize compressed air as the
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energy storage medium, comprising an air compression/ex-
pansion mechanism, a heat exchanger, and one or more air
storage tanks.

According to embodiments of the present invention, a com-
pressed-air energy storage system is provided comprising a
reversible mechanism to compress and expand air, one or
more compressed air storage tanks, a control system, one or
more heat exchangers, and, in certain embodiments of the
invention, a motor-generator, for example motor-generator
97 in FIG. 1.

The reversible air compressor-expander uses mechanical
power to compress air (when it is acting as a compressor) and
converts the energy stored in compressed air to mechanical
power (when it is acting as an expander). The compressor-
expander comprises one or more stages, each stage consisting
of pressure vessel (the “pressure cell”) partially filled with
water or other liquid. In some embodiments, the pressure
vessel communicates with one or more cylinder devices to
exchange air and liquid with the cylinder chamber(s) thereof.
Suitable valving allows air to enter and leave the pressure cell
and cylinder device, if present, under electronic control.

The cylinder device referred to above may be constructed
in one of several ways. In one specific embodiment, it can
have a piston connected to a piston rod, so that mechanical
power coming in or out of the cylinder device is transmitted
by this piston rod. In another configuration, the cylinder
device can contain hydraulic liquid, in which case the liquid
is driven by the pressure of the expanding air, transmitting
power out of the cylinder device in that way. In such a con-
figuration, the hydraulic liquid can interact with the air
directly, or a diaphragm across the diameter of the cylinder
device can separate the air from the liquid.

In low-pressure stages, liquid is pumped through an atom-
izing nozzle into the pressure cell or, in certain embodiments,
the cylinder device during the expansion or compression
stroke to facilitate heat exchange. The amount of liquid enter-
ing the chamber is sufficient to absorb (during compression)
or release (during expansion) all the heat associated with the
compression or expansion process, allowing those processes
to proceed near-isothermally. This liquid is then returned to
the pressure cell during the non-power phase of the stroke,
where it can exchange heat with the external environment via
a conventional heat exchanger. This allows the compression
or expansion to occur at high efficiency.

Operation of embodiments according the present invention
may be characterized by a magnitude of temperature change
of the gas being compressed or expanded. According to one
embodiment, during a compression cycle the gas may expe-
rience an increase in temperate of 100 degrees Celsius or less,
or a temperature increase of 60 degrees Celsius or less. In
some embodiments, during an expansion cycle, the gas may
experience a decrease in temperature of 100 degrees Celsius
or less, 15 degrees Celsius or less, or 11 degrees Celsius or
less—nearing the freezing point of water from an initial point
of room temperature.

Instead of injecting liquid via a nozzle, as described above,
air may be bubbled though a quantity of liquid in one or more
of the cylinder devices in order to facilitate heat exchange.
This approach is preferred at high pressures.

During expansion, the valve timing is controlled electroni-
cally so that only so much air as is required to expand by the
desired expansion ratio is admitted to the cylinder device.
This volume changes as the storage tank depletes, so that the
valve timing must be adjusted dynamically.

The volume of the cylinder chambers (if present) and pres-
sure cells increases from the high to low pressure stages. In
other specific embodiments of the invention, rather than hav-
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ing cylinder chambers of different volumes, a plurality of
cylinder devices is provided with chambers of the same vol-
ume are used, their total volume equating to the required
larger volume.

During compression, a motor or other source of shaft
torque drives the pistons or creates the hydraulic pressure via
a pump which compresses the air in the cylinder device.
During expansion, the reverse is true. Expanding air drives
the piston or hydraulic liquid, sending mechanical power out
of'the system. This mechanical power can be converted to or
from electrical power using a conventional motor-generator.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic representation of the first embodi-
ment of a compressed air energy storage system in accor-
dance with the present invention, that is a single-stage, single-
acting energy storage system using liquid mist to effect heat
exchange.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a second embodiment of a
compressed air energy storage system showing how multiple
stages are incorporated into a complete system in accordance
with the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a schematic representation of a third embodiment
of' a compressed air energy storage system, that is a single-
stage, single-acting energy storage system that uses both liq-
uid mist and air bubbling through a body of liquid to effect
heat exchange.

FIG. 4 is a schematic representation of a one single-acting
stage that uses liquid mist to effect heat exchange in a multi-
stage compressed air energy storage system in accordance
with the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a schematic representation of one double-acting
stage in a multi-stage compressed air energy storage system
in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a schematic representation of one single-acting
stage in a multi-stage compressed air energy storage system,
in accordance with the present invention, that uses air bub-
bling through a body of liquid to effect heat exchange.

FIG.7is a schematic representation of a single-acting stage
in a multi-stage compressed air energy storage system, in
accordance with the present invention, using multiple cylin-
der devices.

FIG. 8 is a schematic representation of four methods for
conveying power into or out of the system.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram of a multi-stage compressed air
energy system that utilizes a hydraulic motor as its mecha-
nism for conveying and receiving mechanical power.

FIG. 10 shows an alternative embodiment of an apparatus
in accordance with the present invention.

FIGS. 11A-11F show operation of the controller to control
the timing of various valves.

FIGS. 12A-C show the configuration of an apparatus dur-
ing steps of a compression cycle according to an embodiment
of the present invention.

FIGS. 13A-C show the configuration of an apparatus dur-
ing steps of an expansion cycle according to an embodiment
of the present invention.

FIGS. 14A-C show the configuration of an apparatus dur-
ing steps of a compression cycle according to an embodiment
of the present invention.

FIGS. 15A-C show the configuration of an apparatus dur-
ing steps of an expansion cycle according to an embodiment
of the present invention.

FIGS. 16A-D show the configuration of an apparatus dur-
ing steps of a compression cycle according to an embodiment
of the present invention.
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FIGS. 17A-D show the configuration of an apparatus dur-
ing steps of an expansion cycle according to an embodiment
of the present invention.

FIGS. 18A-D show the configuration of an apparatus dur-
ing steps of a compression cycle according to an embodiment
of the present invention.

FIGS. 19A-D show the configuration of an apparatus dur-
ing steps of an expansion cycle according to an embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 20 shows a simplified view of a computer system
suitable for use in connection with the methods and systems
of the embodiments of the present invention.

FIG. 20A is an illustration of basic subsystems in the
computer system of FIG. 20.

FIG. 21 is an embodiment of a block diagram showing
inputs and outputs to a controller responsible for controlling
operation of various elements of an apparatus according to the
present invention.

While certain drawings and systems depicted herein may
be configured using standard symbols, the drawings have
been prepared in a more general manner to reflect the variety
of implementations that may be realized from different
embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

While the present invention will be described with refer-
ence to a few specific embodiments, the description is illus-
trative of the invention and is not to be construed as limiting
the invention. Various modifications to the present invention
can be made to the preferred embodiments by those skilled in
the art without departing from the true spirit and scope of the
invention. It will be noted here that for a better understanding,
like components are designated by like reference numerals
throughout the various figures.

Single-Stage System

FIG. 1 depicts the simplest embodiment of the compressed
air energy storage system 20 of the present invention, and
illustrates many of the important principles. Briefly, some of
these principles which improve upon current compressed air
energy storage system designs include mixing a liquid with
the air to facilitate heat exchange during compression and
expansion, thereby improving the efficiency of the process,
and applying the same mechanism for both compressing and
expanding air. Lastly, by controlling the valve timing elec-
tronically, the highest possible work output from a given
volume of compressed air can be obtained.

As best shown in FIG. 1, the energy storage system 20
includes a cylinder device 21 defining a chamber 22 formed
for reciprocating receipt of a piston device 23 or the like
therein. The compressed air energy storage system 20 also
includes a pressure cell 25 which when taken together with
the cylinder device 21, as a unit, form a one stage reversible
compression/expansion mechanism (i.e., a one-stage 24).
There is an air filter 26, a liquid-air separator 27, and a liquid
tank 28, containing a liquid 494 fluidly connected to the
compression/expansion mechanism 24 on the low pressure
side via pipes 30 and 31, respectively. On the high pressure
side, an air storage tank or tanks 32 is connected to the
pressure cell 25 via input pipe 33 and output pipe 34. A
plurality of two-way, two position valves 35-43 are provided,
along with two output nozzles 11 and 44. This particular
embodiment also includes liquid pumps 46 and 47. It will be
appreciated, however, that if the elevation of the liquid tank 28
is higher than that of the cylinder device 21, water will feed
into the cylinder device by gravity, eliminating the need for
pump 46.
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Briefly, atmospheric air enters the system via pipe 10,
passes through the filter 26 and enters the cylinder chamber
22 of cylinder device 21, via pipe 30, where it is compressed
by the action of piston 23, by hydraulic pressure, or by other
mechanical approaches (see FIG. 8). Before compression
begins, a liquid mist is introduced into the chamber 22 of the
cylinder device 21 using an atomizing nozzle 44, via pipe 48
from the pressure cell 25. This liquid may be water, oil, or any
appropriate liquid 497 from the pressure cell having sufficient
high heat capacity properties. The system preferably operates
at substantially ambient temperature, so that liquids capable
of withstanding high temperatures are not required. The pri-
mary function of the liquid mist is to absorb the heat gener-
ated during compression of the air in the cylinder chamber.
The predetermined quantity of mist injected into the chamber
during each compression stroke, thus, is that required to
absorb all the heat generated during that stroke. As the mist
condenses, it collects as a body of liquid 49¢ in the cylinder
chamber 22.

The compressed air/liquid mixture is then transferred into
the pressure cell 25 through outlet nozzle 11, via pipe 51. In
the pressure cell 25, the transferred mixture exchanges the
captured heat generated by compression to a body of liquid
49fcontained in the cell. The air bubbles up through the liquid
and on to the top of the pressure cell, and then proceeds to the
air storage tank 32, via pipe 33.

The expansion cycle is essentially the reverse process of
the compression cycle. Air leaves the air storage tank 32, via
pipe 34, bubbling up through the liquid 49fin the pressure cell
25, enters the chamber 22 of cylinder device 21, via pipe 55,
where it drives piston 23 or other mechanical linkage. Once
again, liquid mist is introduced into the cylinder chamber 22,
via outlet nozzle 44 and pipe 48, during expansion to keep a
substantially constant temperature in the cylinder chamber
during the expansion process. When the air expansion is
complete, the spent air and mist pass through an air-liquid
separator 27 so that the separated liquid can be reused.
Finally, the air is exhausted to the atmosphere via pipe 10.

The liquid 49f contained in the pressure cell 25 is continu-
ally circulated through the heat exchanger 52 to remove the
heat generated during compression or to add the heat to the
chamber to be absorbed during expansion. This circulating
liquid in turn exchanges heat with a thermal reservoir external
to the system (e.g. the atmosphere, a pond, etc.) via a conven-
tional air or water-cooled heat exchanger (not shown in this
figure, but shown as 12 in FIG. 3). The circulating liquid is
conveyed to and from that external heat exchanger via pipes
53 and 54 communicating with internal heat exchanger 52.

The apparatus of FIG. 1 further includes a controller/pro-
cessor 1004 in electronic communication with a computer-
readable storage device 1002, which may be of any design,
including but not limited to those based on semiconductor
principles, or magnetic or optical storage principles. Control-
ler 1004 is shown as being in electronic communication with
a universe of active elements in the system, including but not
limited to valves, pumps, chambers, nozzles, and sensors.
Specific examples of sensors utilized by the system include
but are not limited to pressure sensors (P) 1008, 1014, and
1024, temperature sensors (1) 1010, 1018, 1016, and 1026,
humidity sensor (H) 1006, volume sensors (V) 1012 and
1022, and flow rate sensor 1020.

As described in detail below, based upon input received
from one or more system elements, and also possibly values
calculated from those inputs, controller/processor 4 may
dynamically control operation of the system to achieve one or
more objectives, including but not limited to maximized or
controlled efficiency of conversion of stored energy into use-
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ful work; maximized, minimized, or controlled power output;
an expected power output; an expected output speed of a
rotating shaft in communication with the piston; an expected
output torque of a rotating shaft in communication with the
piston; an expected input speed of a rotating shaft in commu-
nication with the piston; an expected input torque of a rotating
shaft in communication with the piston; a maximum output
speed of a rotating shaft in communication with the piston; a
maximum output torque of a rotating shaft in communication
with the piston; a minimum output speed of a rotating shaft in
communication with the piston; a minimum output torque of
a rotating shaft in communication with the piston; a maxi-
mum input speed of a rotating shaft in communication with
the piston; a maximum input torque of a rotating shaft in
communication with the piston; a minimum input speed of a
rotating shaft in communication with the piston; a minimum
input torque of a rotating shaft in communication with the
piston; or a maximum expected temperature difterence of air
at each stage.

The compression cycle for this single-stage system pro-
ceeds as follows:

Step

1 2 3 4 5
Description  Add Addmist Compress Move Refill

liquid to to cylinder compressed  cylinder

cylinder device air to device

device pressure

cell

Valve 35 Open Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 36 Open Closed Closed Closed Open
Valve 37 Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 38 Closed Closed Closed Open Closed
Valve 39 Closed Open Closed Closed Closed
Valve 40 Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 41 Closed Closed Closed Open Closed
Valve 42 Open Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 43 Closed Closed Closed Closed Open
Pump 46 On Off Off Off Off
Pump 47 Off On Off Off Off
Piston 23 Near Near BDC At BDC at Between At TDC at

bottom start of BDC and start of

dead step TDC step

center

(BDC)

During step 1 of the compression cycle, liquid 494 is added
to the chamber 22 of the cylinder device 21 from the liquid
tank 28 (collecting as body of liquid 49¢) such that, when the
piston 23 reaches top dead center (TDC), the dead volume in
the cylinder device is zero. This will only have to be done
occasionally, so that this step is omitted on the great majority
of cycles.

During step 2 of the compression cycle, liquid mist from
pressure cell 25 is pumped, via pump 47, into the cylinder
chamber 22, via pipe 48 and nozzle 44. The selected quantity
of mist is sufficient to absorb the heat generated during the
compression step (step 3). The volume fraction of liquid must
sufficiently low enough that the droplets will not substantially
fuse together, thus reducing the effective surface area avail-
able for heat exchange (that is, the interface between air and
liquid). Typically, the pressure differential between the pres-
sure cell 25 and the chamber 22 of the cylinder device 21 is
sufficiently high so that the operation of pump 47 is not
required.

During step 3 of the compression cycle, the piston 23 is
driven upward by a crankshaft 99 coupled to a piston rod 19,
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by hydraulic pressure, or by some other mechanical structure
(as shown in FIG. 8), compressing the air and mist contained
in the cylinder chamber.

Step 4 of the compression cycle begins when the air pres-
sure inside the cylinder chamber 22 is substantially equal to
the pressure inside the pressure cell 25, at which point outlet
valve 38 opens, allowing compressed air to flow from the
cylinder chamber to the pressure cell. Because of the liquid
added to the cylinder device during step 1 of the compression
cycle, substantially all the air in the cylinder chamber can be
pushed out during this step. The compressed air is introduced
into the pressure cell 25 through an inlet nozzle 11, along with
any entrained mist, creating fine bubbles so that the heat
generated during compression will exchange with the liquid
49f'in the cell rapidly.

During step 5 of the compression cycle, the piston 23 is
pulled down allowing low-pressure air to refill it, via valve 36
and pipe 30. The above table shows valve 39 as being closed
during this step, and shows pump 47 as being off during this
step 5. However, this is not required. In other embodiments
valve 39 could be open and pump 47 could be on, during the
step 5 such that mist is introduced into the cylinder chamber
as it is refilled with air.

The expansion cycle for this single-stage system proceeds
as follows:

Step
1 2 3 4
Description  Add liquid  Add Expansion Exhaust
to cylinder  compressed spent air
device air and liquid
mist to
cylinder
device
Valve 35 Open Closed Closed Closed
Valve 36 Open Closed Closed Open
Valve 37 Closed Open Closed Closed
Valve 38 Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 39 Closed Open Closed Closed
Valve 40 Closed Open Closed Closed
Valve 41 Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 42 Closed Closed Closed Open
Valve 43 Closed Closed Closed Closed
Pump 46 On Off Off Off
Pump 47 Off On Off Off
Piston 23 Near TDC At TDC at start Near TDC at At BDC at
of step start of step  start of step

During step 1 of the expansion cycle, liquid is added to the
cylinder chamber from the liquid tank 28 to eliminate dead
volume in the system. This will be required only rarely, as
mentioned above. Similar to the compression cycle, the pump
46 can be eliminated if the liquid tank 28 is oriented at an
elevation higher than that of the chamber of cylinder device
21.

During step 2 of the expansion cycle, a pre-determined
amount of air, V,, is added to the chamber of the cylinder
device by opening inlet valve 37 for the correct interval,
which is dependent on the pressure of the air in the pressure
cell and the desired expansion ratio. The V, required is the
total cylinder device volume divided by the desired expansion
ratio. For a single stage system, that ratio is less than or equal
to the pressure of air in the air storage tank in atmospheres. At
the same time air is being introduced into the cylinder cham-
ber 22, liquid mist from the pressure cell is being pumped (via
pump 47) through inlet nozzle 44 into the cylinder chamber.
Ifa sufficient pressure differential exists between the pressure
cell 25 and the cylinder device 21, pump 47 is not required.
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Once the pressure inside of the cylinder chamber is suffi-
ciently high, valve 37 is closed. The piston 23 is urged in the
direction of BDC beginning with this step, transmitting
power out of the system via a crankshaft, hydraulic pressure,
or other mechanical structure.

During step 3 of the expansion cycle, the air introduced in
step 2 is allowed to expand in the chamber 22. Liquid mist
also continues to be pumped into the chamber 22 through
nozzle 44. The predetermined total amount of mist introduced
is that required to add enough heat to the system to keep the
temperature substantially constant during air expansion. The
piston 23 is driven to the bottom of the cylinder device during
this step.

It will be appreciated that this two-step expansion process
(a quantity of air V, introduced in the first step—step 2—and
then allowed to expand in the second step—step 3) allows the
system to extract substantially all the energy available in the
compressed air.

During step 4 of the expansion cycle, the crankshaft or
other mechanical linkage moves the piston 19 back up to top
dead-center (TDC), exhausting the spent air and liquid mist
from the cylinder device. The power required to drive the
piston comes from the momentum of the system and/or from
the motion of other out-of-phase pistons. The exhausted air
passes through an air-liquid separator, and the liquid that is
separated out is returned to the liquid tank 28.

It will be appreciated that in accordance with the present
invention, at any given time, energy is either being stored or
delivered. The two processes are never carried out simulta-
neously. As a result, the same mechanism can be used for both
compression and expansion, reducing system cost, size and
complexity. This is also the situation with all of the other
embodiments of the present invention to be described below.

Multi-Stage System

When a larger compression/expansion ratio is required
than can be accommodated by the mechanical or hydraulic
approach by which mechanical power is conveyed to and
from the system, then multiple stages should be utilized. A
multi-stage compressed air energy storage system 20 with
three stages (i.e., first stage 24a, second stage 245 and third
stage 24¢) is illustrated in schematic form in FIG. 2. Systems
with more or fewer stages are constructed similarly. Note that,
in all figures that follow, when the letters a, b, and ¢ are used
with a number designation (e.g. 25q), they refer to elements in
an individual stage of a multi-stage energy storage system 20.

In accordance with the present invention, each stage may
typically have substantially the same expansion ratio. A
stage’s expansion ratio, r;, is the Nth root of the overall
expansion ratio. That is,

r="VR

Where R is the overall expansion ratio and N is the number
of stages. It will be appreciated, however, that the different
stages can have different expansion ratios, so long as the
product of the expansion ratios of all of the stages is R. That
is, in a three-stage system, for example:

71XFyxr3=R

In order for the mass flow rate through each stage to be
substantially the, the lower pressure stages will need to have
cylinder chambers with greater displacements. In a multi-
stage system, the relative displacements of the cylinder cham-
bers are governed by the following equation:
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Where V, is the volume of the i cylinder device, and V,is
the total displacement of the system (that is, the sum of the
displacements of all of the cylinder devices).

As an example, suppose that the total displacement of a
three-stage system is one liter. If the stroke length of each
piston is substantially the same and substantially equal to the
bore (diameter) of the final cylinder chamber, then the vol-
umes of the three cylinder chambers are about 19 cm®, 127
cm?, and 854 cm?>. The bores are about 1.54 cm, 3.96 cm, and
10.3 cm, with a stroke length of about 10.3 cm for all three.
The lowest-pressure cylinder device is the largest and the
highest-pressure cylinder device the smallest.

FIG. 9 is a schematic representation of how three stages
24a,24b and 24¢ could be coupled to ahydraulic system (e.g.,
a hydraulic motor 57 and six hydraulic cylinders 61a1-61¢2)
to produce continuous near-uniform power output. Each
compressed-air-driven piston 23a1-23¢2 of each correspond-
ing compressed-air driven cylinder device 21a1-21¢2 is
coupled via a respective piston rod 1941-19¢2 to a corre-
sponding piston 60a1-60¢2 of a respective hydraulic cylinder
device 61a1-61c2.

The chambers of the air-driven cylinder devices 21a1-21¢2
vary in displacement as described above. The chambers of the
hydraulic cylinder devices 61a1-61c¢2, however, are substan-
tially identical in displacement. Because the force generated
by each air-driven piston is substantially the same across the
three stages, each hydraulic cylinder device provides substan-
tially the same pressure to the hydraulic motor 57. Note that,
in this configuration, the two air-driven pistons 21al, 2142
that comprise a given stage (e.g. the first stage 24a) operate
180 degrees out of phase with each other.

Stages Using Liquid Mist to Effect Heat Exchange in a
Multi-Stage System

If'a stage is single-acting and uses liquid mist to effect heat
exchange, it operates according to the scheme described in
the section titled Single-Stage System above. Each single-
acting stage of a multi-stage system 20 (e.g., the second stage
245 of FIG. 2) is illustrated schematically in FIG. 4. In this
configuration, air passes to a cylinder chamber 225 of the
second stage 2454 illustrated from the pressure cell 25a of the
next-lower-pressure stage (e.g., first stage 24a) during com-
pression, and to the pressure cell of the next-lower-pressure
stage during expansion, via pipe 92a/9056. Liquid passes to
and from the pressure cell 254 of the next-lower-pressure
stage via pipe 93a/914.

In contrast, air passes from pressure cell 255 of the stage
illustrated (e.g., the second stage 245) to the chamber of the
cylinder device of the next higher-pressure stage (e.g., the
third stage 24¢) during compression and from the chamber of
the cylinder device of the next higher-pressure stage during
expansion via pipe 925/90c¢. It will be appreciated that the air
compression/expansion mechanism (i.e., second stage 245)
illustrated is precisely the same as the central elements (the
cylinder device 21 and the pressure cell 25 of the first stage
24) shown in FIG. 1, with the exception that, in FIG. 4, there
is a pipe 935 that conveys liquid from the pressure cell of one
stage to the chamber of the cylinder device of the next higher-
pressure stage. Pipe 935 is not required for the highest-pres-
sure stage; hence, it doesn’t appear in the diagrams, FIGS. 1
and 3, of single-stage configurations.

25

40

45

10
If the stage illustrated is the lowest-pressure-stage (e.g.,
first stage 24a in the embodiment of FIG. 2), then line 90a
passes air to an air-liquid separator (e.g., separator 27 in FI1G.
1) during the expansion cycle and from an air filter (e.g., filter
26 in FIG. 1) during the compression cycle. Similarly, if the
stage illustrated is the lowest-pressure stage, then line 91a
communicates liquid to and from the liquid tank. If the stage
illustrated is the highest-pressure-stage (e.g., the third stage
24c), then air is conveyed to and from the air tank (e.g., air

tank 32 in FIG. 1) via pipe 92c¢.

Single-Acting Stage Utilizing Bubbles to Effect Heat
Exchange

Instead of using liquid mist sprayed into the cylinder
device or pressure cell in order to cool the air as it compresses
or warm it as it expands, one specific embodiment of the
present invention utilizes the inverse process. As best illus-
trated in FIG. 6, that is, the air is bubbled up through a body
of liquid 49¢1 in the chamber 22¢ of the cylinder device 21c.
This process should be used in preference to the mist
approach above discussed when the volume fraction of mist
required to effect the necessary heat exchange would be suf-
ficiently high enough to cause a high percentage of the drop-
lets to fuse during the compression cycle. Typically, this
occurs at higher pressures. Hence, the use of the designator ¢
in FIG. 6 (e.g. 25¢) indicating a third, or high-pressure stage.

As described above in connection with FIG. 1, the appara-
tus of FIG. 6 further includes a controller/processor 6002 in
electronic communication with a computer-readable storage
device 6004, which may be of any design, including but not
limited to those based on semiconductor principles, or mag-
netic or optical storage principles. Controller 6002 is shown
as being in electronic communication with a universe of
active elements in the system, including but not limited to
valves, pumps, chambers, nozzles, and sensors. Specific
examples of sensors utilized by the system include but are not
limited to pressure sensors (P) 6008 and 6014, temperature
sensor (T) 6010, 6016, and 6018, and volume sensor (V)
6012.

FIG. 6 illustrates a stage that uses bubbles to facilitate heat
exchange. The compression cycle for this single-acting stage
system proceeds as follows:

Step

1 2 3 4
Description  Fill cylinder Compress Transfer air  Replenish

device with to pressure  liquid

air cell
Valve 108¢  Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 109¢  Closed Closed Open Closed
Valve 114c  Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 41¢ Closed Closed Open Closed
Valve 40c Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 106c Open Closed Closed Closed
Valve 110¢c  Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 111c Closed Closed Closed Open
Pump 105¢  On Off Off Off
Pump 113¢  Off Off Off On
Piston 23¢ At top of At TDC at Near BDC at At BDC at start

liquid at start of step  start of step  of step

start of step

In contrast, the expansion cycle for this single-acting stage
system uses the following process:
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Step

1 2 3 4
Description  Replenish Add Expansion Exhaust

liquid compressed spent air

incylinder  air to cylinder

device device
Valve 108¢  Closed Closed Closed Open
Valve 109¢  Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 114c Closed Open Closed Closed
Valve 41c Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 40c Closed Open Closed Closed
Valve 106¢c  Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 110c Open Closed Closed Closed
Valve 111c~ Closed Closed Closed Closed
Pump 105¢  Off Off Off Off
Pump 113¢ On Off Off Off
Piston 23¢ At BDC At top of Near BDC At TDC

at start liquid at start at start

An air-liquid mixture from the chamber 22¢ of cylinder
device 21c¢ in this stage (e.g., third stage 24c) is conveyed to
the pressure cell 2556 of the next lower-pressure stage (e.g.,
second stage 245) during the expansion cycle, via valve 108¢
and pipe 91¢/95b. Air is conveyed to the chamber 22¢ of
cylinder device 21¢ in this third stage 24¢, for example, from
the next lower-pressure stage 245 during compression via
pipe 926/90c.

In contrast, air from the pressure cell 25¢ of this second
stage 24c¢, for instance, is conveyed to and from the cylinder
chamber 224 of next higher-pressure stage via pipe 92¢/90d
together with the operation of in-line valve 41¢. Liquid 49¢
from the pressure cell 25¢ of this stage is conveyed to the
cylinder chamber 22d of the next higher-pressure stage 244,
for example, via pipe 93¢/94d. An air-liquid mixture from the
cylinder chamber 224 of the next higher-pressure stage (dur-
ing the expansion cycle thereof) is conveyed to pressure cell

10

15
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Multiple Phases

The systems as described so far represent a single phase
embodiment. That is, all pistons operate together over the
course of one cycle. During expansion, for example, this
produces a varying amount of mechanical work output during
one half of the cycle and requires some work input during the
other half of the cycle. Such work input may be facilitated by
the use of a flywheel (not shown).

To smooth out the power output over the course of one
cycle and reduce the flywheel requirements, in one embodi-
ment, multiple systems phases may be employed. N sets of
pistons thus may be operated 360/N degrees apart. For
example, four complete sets of pistons may be operated 90
degrees out of phase, smoothing the output power and effect-
ing self-starting and a preferential direction of operation.
Note that valves connecting cylinder devices to a pressure cell
are only opened during less than one-half of a cycle, so it is
possible to share a pressure cell between two phases 180
degrees apart.

If N phases are used, and N is even, pairs of phases are 180
degrees apart and may be implemented using double-acting
pistons. FIG. 5 illustrates a double-acting stage that uses
liquid mist to effect heat exchange. Each half of the piston
operates according the protocol outlined in the section Single
Stage System, but 180 degrees out of phase.

As described above in connection with FIG. 1, the appara-
tus of FIG. 5 further includes a controller/processor 5002 in
electronic communication with a computer-readable storage
device 5004, which may be of any design, including but not
limited to those based on semiconductor principles, or mag-
netic or optical storage principles. Controller 5002 is shown
as being in electronic communication with a universe of
active elements in the system, including but not limited to
valves, pumps, chambers, nozzles, and sensors. Specific

35
25¢ of this stage via pipe 91d/95¢. examples of sensors utilized by the system include but are not
It will be appreciated that, in some multi-stage systems, limited to pressure sensors (P), temperature sensors (1),
some (lower-pressure) stages might employ the liquid mist humidity sensor (H), and volume sensors (V).
technique while other (higher-pressure) stages may employ The compression cycle for the double-acting stage illus-
the bubbles technique to store and remove energy therefrom. trated in FIG. 5 proceeds as follows:
Step
1 2 3 4 5
Description  Add mist to Compress air ~ Move air to Refill chamber Replenish
chamber 22b1  in chamber pressure cell 22bl and liquids in
and move air 22bl and from chamber  compress airin cylinder
to pressure refill chamber  22bl and add ~ chamber 22b2  device
cell from 22b2 mist to
chamber 22b2 chamber 22b2
Valve 35b1  Closed Closed Open Open Closed
Valve 36b1  Closed Closed Closed Closed Open
Valve 37b1  Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 38b1  Closed Closed Open Closed Closed
Valve 39b1  Open Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 35b2  Open Open Closed Closed Closed
Valve 36b2  Closed Closed Closed Closed Open
Valve 37b2  Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 38b2  Open Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 39b2  Closed Closed Open Closed Closed
Valve 40b Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 41b Open Closed Open Closed Closed
Pump 47b On Off On Off Off
Piston 23b Near TDC at Between TDC  Near BDC at Between TDC ~ Between
start of step and BDC, start of step and BDC, TDC and
moving down moving up BDC
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Note that step 5 is unnecessary, in some specific embodi-
ments, and can be omitted in the great majority of cycles since
the liquid levels in the piston remain substantially the same
across long periods of operation.

In contrast, the expansion cycle for the double-acting stage
illustrated in FIG. 5 proceeds as follows:

14

and pipe 122w, urges the hydraulic liquid 49w out through
valve 123w. It then flows through pipe 124w. The force thus
pneumatically applied against the liquid can be used to oper-
ate a hydraulic device (e.g., a hydraulic motor 57, a hydraulic
cylinder device or a hydro turbine as shown in FIG. 9) to
create mechanical power. During the compression cycle, the

Step

1 2 3 4 5
Description  Add mist and  Allow air in Add mistand  Allow air in Replenish

air to chamber chamber 22b1  air to chamber chamber 22b2  liquids in

22b1 and to expand and  22b2 and to expand and  cylinder

exhaust air continue exhaust air continue device

from chamber exhausting air ~ from chamber exhausting air

22b2 from chamber  22bl from chamber

22b2 22b1

Valve 35b1  Closed Closed Open Open Closed
Valve 36b1  Closed Closed Closed Closed Open
Valve 37b1  Open Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 38b1  Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 39b1  Open Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 35b2  Open Open Closed Closed Closed
Valve 36b2  Closed Closed Closed Closed Open
Valve 37b2  Closed Closed Open Closed Closed
Valve 38b2  Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 39b2  Closed Closed Open Closed Closed
Valve 40b Open Closed Open Closed Closed
Valve 41b Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed
Pump 47b On Off On Off Off
Piston 23b Near TDC at Between TDC  Near BDC at Between TDC ~ Between

start of step and BDC, start of step and BDC, TDC and

moving down moving up BDC

Note that, as with compression, step 5 is rarely necessary
and can be omitted in the great majority of cycles.

Stages with Multiple Cylinder Devices

Ifitis desirable that all the cylinder devices in a multi-stage
system 20 be of substantially similar size, the larger (lower-
pressure) cylinder devices may be divided up into two or more
smaller cylinder devices communicating in parallel. An
example of such a stage is illustrated in FIG. 7, which is an
alternative embodiment of the stage of embodiment of FIG. 4.
In this configuration, four substantially similar cylinder
devices 2151-21b4 share a single pressure cell 255 containing
body of liquid 495. However, if it is desirable to operate the
cylinder devices out of phase with each other so that the
system as a whole may convey power more uniformly, sepa-
rate pressure cells will be required for each cylinder device.
As mentioned above, the exception is cylinder devices that
are 180 degrees out of phase, which then may share a common
pressure cell.

Referring back to the embodiment of FIG. 7, each cylinder
device 2151-21h4 operates according to the scheme used for
the mist-type system described in the Single-Stage System
section above.

Multi-cylinder device stages may be single or double-act-
ing, and may use either liquid mist or bubbles to effect heat
exchange. A multi-stage system may have some stages with a
single cylinder device and others with multiple cylinder
devices.

Options for Conveying Mechanical Power to and from the
System

At least four methods may be applied to convey power to
and from a stage in accordance with the present invention.
These are described as follows, and illustrated in FIG. 8.

W. A direct-acting hydraulic cylinder device 21w is shown
and operates as follows. During the expansion cycle, air enter-
ing the chamber 22w of cylinder device 21w, via valve 121w
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reverse process occurs. An external source of mechanical
power operates a hydraulic pump or cylinder device, which
forces hydraulic liquid 49w into the cylinder chamber 22w,
through valve 123w, compressing the air in the chamber.
When the air has reached the desired pressure, valve 121w is
opened, allowing the compressed air to flow from the cylinder
chamber 22w to the next higher-pressure stage or to the air
tank.

X. A single-acting piston 23x (also illustrated in FIG. 4)
may be connected to a conventional crankshaft via a piston
rod 19x. Its operation is described in detail in the section titled
Single-Stage System above.

Y. A double-acting piston (also illustrated in FIG. 5), may
similarly be connected to a crankshaft via a pistonrod 19y. Its
operation is described in detail in the section titled Multiple
Phases above.

Z.. A hydraulic cylinder device 21 with a diaphragm 125 is
illustrated such that when air enters the cylinder chamber 22z,
via valve 121z, during the expansion cycle, the diaphragm
125 is forced downwardly. Consequently, the hydraulic liquid
49z is urged or driven through valve 123z and through pipe
124z. Similarly, during compression, the hydraulic liquid 49z
is driven through valve 123z and into the cylinder chamber
22z, deflecting the diaphragm 125 upwardly, compressing the
air in the upper part of the chamber 22z, which then exits via
valve 121z.

Note that all four of these options can be used with either
the liquid mist technique or the bubbles technique to effect
heat transtfer. The necessary valves and nozzles to supply the
mist or bubbles are not shown on FIG. 8.

While the above examples describe the use of pistons, other
types of moveable elements may be utilized and still remain
within the scope of the present invention. Examples of alter-
native types of apparatuses which could be utilized include
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but are not limited to screw compressors, multi-lobe blowers,
vane compressors, gerotors, and quasi-turbines.

Single-Stage, Single-Acting Enemy Storage System:

Referring now to the embodiment of FIG. 3, a single-stage,
single-acting energy storage system 20 is illustrated that uti-
lizes two pressure cells 254 and 25e¢ configured as direct-
acting hydraulic cylinder devices (option A above). The two
pressure cells operate substantially 180 degrees out of phase
with each other. Liquid mist is used to effect heat exchange
during the compression cycle, and both bubbles and mist are
used to effect heat exchange during the expansion cycle.

As described above in connection with FIG. 1, the appara-
tus of FIG. 3 further includes a controller/processor 3006 in
electronic communication with a computer-readable storage
device 3008, which may be of any design, including but not
limited to those based on semiconductor principles, or mag-
netic or optical storage principles. Controller 3006 is shown
as being in electronic communication with a universe of
active elements in the system, including but not limited to
valves, pumps, chambers, nozzles, and sensors. Specific
examples of sensors utilized by the system include but are not
limited to pressure sensors (P) 3016, 3022, and 3038, tem-
perature sensors (1) 3018, 3024, and 3040, humidity sensor
(H) 3010, and volume sensors (V) 3036, 3014, and 3020.

The compression cycle of the single-stage, single-acting
energy storage system 20 proceeds as follows:
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the body of fluid 494. Air is forced out of cell 254, passing
through pipe 1394, and then driving hydraulic motor 57,
thereby delivering mechanical power

In step 2, the valve 133 admitting the compressed air into
cell 254 is closed, allowing the air in cell 254 to expand,
continuing to operate motor 57. In step 3, once the air admit-
ted in step 1 has risen to the top of cell 254 and can no longer
exchange heat with the body of fluid 494, fluid mist is sprayed
into the cell via nozzle 141 to further warm the expanding air.

As fluid passes through the hydraulic motor 57 during steps
1,2, and 3, it continues through pipe 139¢ and enters pressure
cell 25¢, urging the air present in that cell through pipe 140
and into the liquid trap-reservoir 134, and thence into the
atmosphere via air filter 264 and finally pipe 10.

Steps 4, 5, and 6 mirror steps 1, 2, and 3. That is, com-
pressed air is bubbled into pressure cell 25¢, forcing fluid
through the hydraulic motor 57, and then into pressure cell
25d.

Ifreservoir 13e is depleted during operation, excess liquid
is pumped from the bottom of reservoir 13d into cells 254 and
25e, using a pump, not shown in the figure, connected to pipe
140.

Over time, both liquid traps 134 and 13e will change tem-
perature due to the air and entrained droplets transferring
heat—a heat exchanger, as shown by coils 524 and 52e, in
pressure cells 254 and 25¢, and connected to a conventional

Step

1 2 3 4

Description  Compress airin ~ Move Compress airin =~ Move
cell 25d while compressed air cell 25e while compressed air
spraying mist, from cell 25dto  spraying mist, from cell 25e to
and replenish the air tank and replenish the  air tank
air in cell 25e air in cell 25d

Valve 130 Closed Closed Open Open

Valve 131 Open Open Closed Closed

Valve 132 Closed Open Closed Closed

Valve 133 Closed Closed Closed Closed

Valve 134 Open Open Closed Closed

Valve 135 Closed Closed Open Open

Valve 136 Closed Closed Closed Open

Valve 137 Closed Closed Closed Closed

Valve 138 Pump outto cell  Pump out to Pump outto cell  Pump out to cell
25d, pump in cell25d, pump 25e, pump in 25e, pump in
from cell 25¢ in from cell 25¢  from cell 25d from cell 25d

Pump 46 On On On On

During step 1, fluid is pumped from pressure cell 25¢ using
the hydraulic pump-motor 57 into pressure cell 25d, thereby
compressing the air inside cell 254. Fluid mist is sprayed
through nozzle 141, which absorbs the heat of compression.
When the pressure inside cell 254 has reached the pressure of
the air tank 32, valve 132 is opened to let the compressed air
move to the air tank. As these steps have been progressing, air
at atmospheric pressure has entered the system via pipe 10
and air filter 264 and thence into cell 25¢ to replace the fluid
pumped out of it.

When all the air has been driven out of cell 254, the process
reverses, and step 3 commences, with the four-way valve 138
changing state to cause liquid to be pumped out of cell 254
and into cell 25¢, causing the air in cell 25¢ to be compressed.
Thus, liquid is pumped back and forth between cells 254 and
25¢ in a continuous cycle.

The expansion cycle of the single-stage, single-acting
energy storage system proceeds as follows:

In step 1, compressed air is bubbled into pressure cell 254
via nozzle 11d. As the bubbles rise, they exchange heat with
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external heat exchanger 12 that exchanges heat with the envi-
ronment, will moderate the temperature to near ambient.

The volume of compressed air bubbled into the cells during
steps 1 and 3 depends on the power output desired. If the air
can expand fully to one atmosphere without displacing all the
liquid in the cell, then the maximum amount of work will be
done during the stroke. If the air does not fully expand during
the stroke, all else being equal the power output will be higher
at the expense of efficiency.

Note that the pressure cells cannot be of insufficient height
so that the air bubbles reach the surface of the liquid during
the course of the stroke, since almost all heat exchange with
the body of liquid occurs while the bubbles are rising through
it. However, they must be sufficiently tall for the column of
bubbles to completely separate from the fluid by the time the
exhaust stroke completes. If the system must be run slowly,
some of the bubbles will reach the top before expansion
completes. In this event, liquid mist is sprayed through
nozzles 141 (in step 3) or 142 (in step 6) of the expansion
cycle.
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FIG. 3 is meant to illustrate the basic principles. In a system
in which a large expansion ratio is desired will require the use
of multiple stages 24.

System Configurations

It will be understood that a plurality of energy storage
system embodiments, designed in accordance with this
invention, are possible. These energy storage system 20 may
be single or multi-stage. Stages may be single-cylinder device
or multi-cylinder device. Heat exchange may be effected via
liquid mist or via bubbles. Power may be conveyed in and out
of'the system via any of'the at least four methods described in
the previous section. Each possible configuration has advan-
tages for a specific application or set of design priorities. It
would not be practicable to describe every one of these con-
figurations here, but it is intended that the information given
should be sufficient for one practiced in the art to configure
any of these possible energy storage systems as required.

All of the many possible configurations have three ele-
ments in common:

1. Near-isothermal expansion and compression of air, with
the required heat exchange effected by a liquid phase in
high-surface-area contact with the air.

2. A reversible mechanism capable of both compression
and expansion of air.

3. Electronic control of valve timing so as to obtain the
highest possible work output from a given volume of com-
pressed air.

Note that all the configurations described herein use and
generate power in mechanical form, be it hydraulic pressure
or the reciprocating action of a piston. In most applications,
however, the requirement will be for the storage of electrical
energy. In that case, a generator, along with appropriate power
conditioning electronics, must be added to convert the
mechanical power supplied by the system during expansion
to electrical power. Similarly, the mechanical power required
by the system during compression must be supplied by a
motor. Since compression and expansion are never done
simultaneously, a motor-generator may be used to perform
both functions. If the energy storage system utilizes a hydrau-
lic motor or a hydro turbine, then the shaft of that device
connects directly or via a gearbox to the motor-generator. If
the energy storage system utilizes reciprocating pistons, then
a crankshaft or other mechanical linkage that can convert
reciprocating motion to shaft torque is required.

Use of Waste Heat During Expansion

In order to operate isothermally, the tendency of air to cool
as it expands while doing work (i.e. by pushing a piston or
displacing hydraulic liquid) must be counteracted by heat
exchange with the ambient air or with a body of water (e.g. a
stream or lake). If, however, some other source of heat is
available—for example, hot water from a steam condenser—
it may be used advantageously during the expansion cycle. In
FIG. 1, as described in the Single-Stage System section
above, pipes 53 and 54 lead to an external heat exchanger. If
those pipes are routed instead to a heat source, the efficiency
of the expansion process can be increased dramatically.

Because the system operates substantially at or near ambi-
ent temperature, the source of heat need only be a few degrees
above ambient in order to be useful in this regard. The heat
source must, however, have sufficient thermal mass to supply
all the heat required to keep the expansion process at or above
ambient temperature throughout the cycle.

As described in detail above, embodiments of systems and
methods for storing and recovering energy according to the
present invention are particularly suited for implementation
in conjunction with a host computer including a processor
and a computer-readable storage medium. Such a processor
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and computer-readable storage medium may be embedded in
the apparatus, and/or may be controlled or monitored through
external input/output devices. FIG. 20 is a simplified diagram
of'a computing device for processing information according
to an embodiment of the present invention. This diagram is
merely an example, which should not limit the scope of the
claims herein. One of ordinary skill in the art would recognize
many other variations, modifications, and alternatives.
Embodiments according to the present invention can be
implemented in a single application program such as a
browser, or can be implemented as multiple programs in a
distributed computing environment, such as a workstation,
personal computer or a remote terminal in a client server
relationship.

FIG. 20 shows computer system 2010 including display
device 2020, display screen 2030, cabinet 2040, keyboard
2050, and mouse 2070. Mouse 2070 and keyboard 2050 are
representative “user input devices.” Mouse 2070 includes
buttons 2080 for selection of buttons on a graphical user
interface device. Other examples of user input devices are a
touch screen, light pen, track ball, data glove, microphone,
and so forth. FIG. 20 is representative of but one type of
system for embodying the present invention. It will be readily
apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art that many system
types and configurations are suitable for use in conjunction
with the present invention. In a preferred embodiment, com-
puter system 2110 includes a Pentium™ class based com-
puter, running Windows™ XP™ or Windows 7™ operating
system by Microsoft Corporation. However, the apparatus is
easily adapted to other operating systems and architectures by
those of ordinary skill in the art without departing from the
scope of the present invention.

As noted, mouse 2170 can have one or more buttons such
as buttons 2180. Cabinet 2140 houses familiar computer
components such as disk drives, a processor, storage device,
etc. Storage devices include, but are not limited to, disk
drives, magnetic tape, solid-state memory, bubble memory,
etc. Cabinet 2140 can include additional hardware such as
input/output (I/O) interface cards for connecting computer
system 2110 to external devices external storage, other com-
puters or additional peripherals, further described below.

FIG. 20A is an illustration of basic subsystems in computer
system 2010 of FIG. 20. This diagram is merely an illustration
and should not limit the scope of the claims herein. One of
ordinary skill in the art will recognize other variations, modi-
fications, and alternatives. In certain embodiments, the sub-
systems are interconnected via a system bus 2075. Additional
subsystems such as a printer 2074, keyboard 2078, fixed disk
2079, monitor 2076, which is coupled to display adapter
2082, and others are shown. Peripherals and input/output
(I/0) devices, which couple to /O controller 2071, can be
connected to the computer system by any number of
approaches known in the art, such as serial port 2077. For
example, serial port 2077 can be used to connect the computer
system to a modem 2081, which in turn connects to a wide
area network such as the Internet, a mouse input device, or a
scanner. The interconnection via system bus allows central
processor 2073 to communicate with each subsystem and to
control the execution of instructions from system memory
2072 or the fixed disk 2079, as well as the exchange of
information between subsystems. Other arrangements of sub-
systems and interconnections are readily achievable by those
of'ordinary skill in the art. System memory, and the fixed disk
are examples of tangible media for storage of computer pro-
grams, other types of tangible media include floppy disks,
removable hard disks, optical storage media such as CD-
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ROMS and bar codes, and semiconductor memories such as
flash memory, read-only-memories (ROM), and battery
backed memory.

FIG. 21 is a schematic diagram showing the relationship
between the processor/controller, and the various inputs
received, functions performed, and outputs produced by the
processor controller. As indicated, the processor may control
various operational properties of the apparatus, based upon
one or more inputs.

An example of such an operational parameter that may be
controlled is the timing of opening and closing of a valve
allowing the inlet of air to the cylinder during an expansion
cycle. FIGS. 11A-C is a simplified and enlarged view of the
cylinder 22 of the single-stage system of FIG. 1, undergoing
an expansion cycle as described previously.

Specifically, during step 2 of the expansion cycle, a pre-
determined amount of air V,,, is added to the chamber from
the pressure cell, by opening valve 37 for a controlled interval
oftime. This amount of air V, is calculated such that when the
piston reaches the end of the expansion stroke, a desired
pressure within the chamber will be achieved.

In certain cases, this desired pressure will approximately
equal that of the next lower pressure stage, or atmospheric
pressure if the stage is the lowest pressure stage or is the only
stage. Thus at the end of the expansion stroke, the energy in
the initial air volume V, has been fully expended, and little or
no energy is wasted in moving that expanded air to the next
lower pressure stage.

To achieve this goal, valve 37 is opened only for so long as
to allow the desired amount of air (V) to enter the chamber,
and thereafter in steps 3-4 (FIGS. 11B-C), valve 37 is main-
tained closed. In certain embodiments, the desired pressure
within the chamber may be within 1 psi, within 5 psi, within
10 psi, or within 20 psi of the pressure of the next lower stage.

In other embodiments, the controller/processor may con-
trol valve 37 to cause it to admit an initial volume of air that
is greater than V,. Such instructions may be given, for
example, when greater power is desired from a given expan-
sion cycle, at the expense of efficiency of energy recovery.

Timing of opening and closing of valves may also be care-
fully controlled during compression. For example, as shown
in FIGS. 11D-E, in the steps 2 and 3 ofthe table correspond-
ing to the addition of mist and compression, the valve 38
between the cylinder device and the pressure cell remains
closed, and pressure builds up within the cylinder.

In conventional compressor apparatuses, accumulated
compressed air is contained within the vessel by a check
valve, that is designed to mechanically open in response to a
threshold pressure. Such use of the energy of the compressed
air to actuate a check valve, detracts from the efficiency of
recovery of energy from the air for performing useful work.

By contrast, as shown in FIG. 11F, embodiments of the
present invention may utilize the controller/processor to pre-
cisely open valve 38 under the desired conditions, for
example where the built-up pressure in the cylinder exceeds
the pressure in the pressure cell by a certain amount. In this
manner, energy from the compressed air within the cylinder is
not consumed by the valve opening process, and efficiency of
energy recovery is enhanced. Embodiments of valve types
that may be subject to control to allow compressed air to flow
out of a cylinder include but are not limited to pilot valves,
cam-operated poppet valves, rotary valves, hydraulically
actuated valves, and electronically actuated valves.

While the timing of operation of valves 37 and 38 of the
single stage apparatus may be controlled as described above,
it should be appreciated that valves in other embodiments
may be similarly controlled. Examples of such valves include
but are not limited to valves 130, 132, 133, 134,136, and 137
of FIG. 3, valves 376 and 38b of FIG. 4, valves 3751, 3851,
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3752 and 3852 of F1IG. 5, valves 106¢ and 114¢ of FIG. 6, and
the valves 37b1-4 and 3851-4 that are shown in FIG. 7.

Another example of a system parameter that can be con-
trolled by the processor, is the amount of liquid introduced
into the chamber. Based upon one or more values such as
pressure, humidity, calculated efficiency, and others, an
amount of liquid that is introduced into the chamber during
compression or expansion, can be carefully controlled to
maintain efficiency of operation. For example, where an
amount of air greater than V, is inlet into the chamber during
an expansion cycle, additional liquid may need to be intro-
duced in order to maintain the temperature of that expanding
air within a desired temperature range.

The present invention is not limited to those particular
embodiments described above. Other methods and appara-
tuses may fall within the scope of the invention. For example,
the step of adding liquid to a cylinder device is not required
during every cycle. In addition, liquid may be added to the
chamber at the same time air is being inlet.

Accordingly, the following table describes steps in an
embodiment of a compression cycle for a single-stage system
utilizing liquid mist to effect heat exchange, as shown in
connection with FIGS. 12A-C, where similar elements as in
FIG. 1 are shown:

Step

1 2 3

Description Refill cylinder Compress Move compressed
device air to pressure

cell

Valve 35 Closed Closed Closed

Valve 36 Open Closed Closed

Valve 37 Closed Closed Closed

Valve 38 Closed Closed Open

Valve 39 Open Closed Closed

Valve 40 Closed Closed Closed

Valve 41 Open Open Open

Valve 42 Closed Closed Closed

Valve 43 Open Closed Closed

Pump 46 Off Off Off

Pump 47 On Off Off

Piston 23 At TDC at At BDC at Between BDC
start of step start of step and TDC

The corresponding expansion cycle where liquid is intro-
duced at the same time as air, is shown in the table below, in
connection with FIGS. 13A-C:

Step

1 2 3
Description Add compressed  Expansion Exhaust spent air

air and liquid mist

to cylinder device
Valve 35 Closed Closed Closed
Valve 36 Closed Closed Open
Valve 37 Open Closed Closed
Valve 38 Closed Closed Closed
Valve 39 Open Closed Closed
Valve 40 Open Open Open
Valve 41 Closed Closed Closed
Valve 42 Closed Closed Open
Valve 43 Closed Closed Closed
Pump 46 Off Off Off
Pump 47 On Off Off
Piston 23 At TDC at Near TDC at At BDC at

start of step start of step start of step

Moreover, where bubbles are utilized to effect heat
exchange, the step of replenishing liquid is not required in
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every cycle. The following table, in conjunction with FIGS.

22

14A-C, describes steps in an embodiment of a compression Step
cycle for a single-stage system utilizing bubbles to effect heat
exchange, where elements similar to those in FIG. 6 are 1 2 3
referenced: 5
Description Add compressed Expansion Exhaust spent air
air to cylinder device
Step Valve 108¢ Closed Closed Open
Valve 109¢ Closed Closed Closed
1 2 3 10 Valve 114¢ Open Closed Closed
Description Fill cylinder device ~ Compress Transfer air to Valve 41¢ Closed Closed Closed
with air pressure cell Valve 40c Open Open Open
Valve 108¢ Closed Closed Closed Valve 106¢ Closed Closed Closed
Valve 109¢ Closed Closed Open Valve 110¢ Closed Closed Closed
Valve 114c Closed Closed Closed 15 WValve 111c Closed Closed Closed
Valve 41¢ Open Open Open
Valve 40c Closed Closed Closed Pump 105¢ Off Off Off
Valve 106¢ Open Closed Closed Pump 113¢ off off off
Valve 110¢ Closed Closed Closed Piston 23¢ At top of liquid Near top of At TDC at start
Valve 111¢ Closed Closed Closed liquid
Pump 105¢ On Off Off 20
Pump 113¢ Off Off Off
Piston 23¢ At top of liquid at At TDC at Near BDC at . .
start of step start of step start of step Shown in FIGS. 16 A-D and in the table below, are the steps
of' an embodiment of a compression cycle for a multi-phase
stage, referencing the elements of FIG. 5:
Step
1 2 3 4
Description  Add mist and airto  Continue, Add mist and air ~ Continue,
chamber 22b1 and  movingairto  tochamber 22b2  moving air to
compress air in pressure cell and compress air  pressure cell
chamber 22b2 in chamber 22b1
Valve 35b1  Open Open Closed Closed
Valve 36b1  Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 37b1  Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 38b1  Closed Closed Closed Open
Valve 39b1  Open Open Closed Closed
Valve 35b2  Closed Closed Open Open
Valve 36b2  Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 37b2  Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 3802  Closed Open Closed Closed
Valve 39b2  Closed Closed Open Open
Valve 40b Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 41b Open Open Open Open
Pump 47b On On On On
Piston 23b TDC at start of step Between TDC  BDC at start of Between BDC
and BDC, step and TDC,
moving down moving up

The corresponding expansion cycle for this system is
shown in the table below in conjunction with FIGS. 15A-C:

The corresponding expansion cycle for the double-acting
stage is illustrated in FIGS. 17A-D and in the following table:

Step
1 2 3 4
Description  Add mist and airto  Allow air in Add mist and air ~ Allow air in
chamber 22b1 and ~ chamber 22b1  to chamber 22b2  chamber 22b2
exhaust air from to expand and  and exhaust air to expand and
chamber 22b2 continue from chamber continue
exhausting air  22bl exhausting air
from chamber from chamber
22b2 22b1
Valve 35b1  Closed Closed Open Open
Valve 36b1  Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 37b1  Open Closed Closed Closed
Valve 38b1  Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 39b1  Open Closed Closed Closed
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-continued
Step
1 2 3 4
Valve 35b2  Open Open Closed Closed
Valve 36b2  Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 37b2  Closed Closed Open Closed
Valve 38b2  Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 39b2  Closed Closed Open Closed
Valve 40b Open Open Open Open
Valve 41b Closed Closed Closed Closed
Pump 47b On Off On Off
Piston 23b TDC at start of step Between TDC  BDC at start of Between BDC
and BDC, step and TDC,
moving down moving up
A compression cycle for a single-stage, single-acting Variations on the specific embodiments describe above, are

possible. For example, in some embodiments, a plurality of
pistons may be in communication with a common chamber.
In other embodiments, a multistage apparatus may not

energy storage system shown in FIGS. 18 A-D, is described in
the table below, with mist sprayed at the time of inlet of air 29

into the cylinder, with similar elements as shown in FIG. 3: include a separate pressure cell.
Step
1 2 3 4
Description Compress air ~ Move Compress air ~ Move compressed
in cell 25d compressed in cell 25¢ air from cell 25¢e to
while spraying  air from cell while spraying  air tank
mist, and 25d to air tank  mist, and
replenish the replenish the
air in cell 25e air in cell 25d
Valve 130 Closed Closed Open Open
Valve 131 Closed Closed Open Open
Valve 132 Closed Open Closed Closed
Valve 133 Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 134 Open Open Closed Closed
Valve 135 Open Open Closed Closed
Valve 136 Closed Closed Closed Open
Valve 137 Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 138 Fluid out from  Fluid out from  Fluid out from  Fluid out from cell
cell 25e,into  cell 25¢,into  cell 25d,into  23d, in to cell 25¢
cell 25d cell 25d cell 25e
Pump 46 On On On On
The corresponding expansion cycle of the single-stage, For example, in the embodiment of FIG. 10, the stages are
single-acting energy storage system proceeds as follows as connected directly together through a heat exchanger, rather
shown in FIGS. 19A-D: than through a pressure cell as in the embodiment of FIG. 4.
Step
1 2 3 4
Description Add airto cell  Expand air in Add airto cell Expand air in
25d while cell 25d while 25e while cell 25 while
spraying mist, spraying mist, spraying mist,  spraying mist,
and move air continue to and move air continue to
from cell 25¢  exhaust cell from cell 25d  exhaust cell
25e 25d
Valve 130 Closed Closed Open Open
Valve 131 Open Open Closed Closed
Valve 132 Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 133 Open Closed Closed Closed
Valve 134 Open Open Closed Closed
Valve 135 Closed Closed Open Open
Valve 136 Closed Closed Closed Closed
Valve 137 Closed Closed Open Closed
Valve 138 Fluid out from  Fluid out from Fluid out from  Fluid out from
cell 25d,into  cell 25d, into cell 25e,into  cell 25¢, in to
cell 25¢ cell 25¢ cell 25d cell 25d

Pump 46 On On On On
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The relative phases of the cycles in the two stages must be
carefully controlled so that when Stage 1 is performing an
exhaust step, Stage 2 is performing an intake step (during
compression). When Stage 2 is performing an exhaust step,
Stage 1 is performing an intake step (during expansion).

The timing is controlled so the pressures on either side of
heat exchanger 10024 are substantially the same when valves
37 and 10058 are open. Liquid for spray nozzle 44 is supplied
from an excess water in cylinder 22 by opening valve 10036
and turning on pump 10032. Similarly, liquid for spray nozzle
10064 is supplied from an excess water in cylinder 10046 by
opening valve 10038 and turning on pump 10034. Such pre-
cise timing during operation may be achieved with the opera-
tion of a controller/processor that is communication with a
plurality of the system elements, as has been previously
described.

The present invention is not limited to the embodiments
specifically described above. For example, while water has
been described as the liquid that is injected into air as a mist,
other liquids could be utilized and fall within the scope of the
present invention. Examples of liquids that could be used
include polypropylene glycol, polyethylene glycol, and alco-
hols.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

providing an energy storage system comprising a chamber

receiving a moveable member;

flowing gas into the chamber;

in a compression cycle, storing energy by placing the

moveable member in communication with a source of
shaft torque through a rotating shaft to compress the gas
in the chamber with gas-liquid heat exchange, and then
transferring compressed gas from the chamber, wherein
compressed gas is transferred from the chamber to a next
stage; and

controlling an operational parameter of the compression

cycle to maintain a gas temperature within a range.

2. A method as in claim 1 wherein the operational param-
eter comprises a compression ratio.

3. A method as in claim 1 wherein the moveable member
comprises a piston in communication with the rotating shaft
through a piston rod.

4. A method as in claim 3 wherein the rotating shaft com-
prises a crankshaft.

5. A method as in claim 3 wherein the transferring is
through a first valve under electronic control.

6. A method as in claim 5 wherein:

the flowing gas into the chamber is through a second valve;

and

the compression cycle comprises a compression step

wherein the first and second valves are closed, and then
the first valve is opened to transfer the compressed gas
from the chamber.

7. A method as in claim 6 wherein the first valve comprises
a cam-operated poppet valve.

8. A method as in claim 1 wherein:

the chamber comprises a first stage and the next stage

comprises a final stage; and

the compression ratio of the first stage is greater than a

compression ratio of the final stage.

9. A method as in claim 1 wherein:

the chamber comprises an intermediate stage and the next

stage comprises a final stage; and

the compression ratio of the intermediate stage is greater

than a compression ratio of the final stage.

10. A method as in claim 1 wherein the source of shaft
torque is a motor or a motor-generator.
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11. A method as in claim 10 wherein the operational
parameter comprises a frequency of the motor or the motor-
generator.

12. A method as in claim 10 wherein:

the operational parameter comprises an amount of electri-

cal power applied to the motor or the motor-generator.

13. A method as in claim 1 wherein the operational param-
eter comprises a shaft torque.

14. A method as in claim 1 wherein the operational param-
eter comprises a shaft speed.

15. A method comprising:

providing an energy storage system comprising a chamber

receiving a moveable member;

flowing gas into the chamber;

in a compression cycle, storing energy by placing the

moveable member in communication with a source of
shaft torque through a rotating shaft to compress the gas
in the chamber with gas-liquid heat exchange, and then
transferring compressed gas from the chamber, wherein
the moveable member is configured to rotate within the
chamber; and

controlling an operational parameter of the compression

cycle to maintain a gas temperature within a range.

16. A method as in claim 15 wherein compressed gas is
transferred from the chamber to a pressure cell.

17. A method as in claim 15 wherein compressed gas is
transferred from the chamber to a heat exchanger.

18. A method as in claim 15 wherein the moveable member
comprises a screw.

19. A method as in claim 15 wherein the moveable member
comprises a vane.

20. A method as in claim 15 wherein the operational
parameter comprises an compression ratio.

21. A method comprising:

providing an energy storage system comprising a chamber

receiving a moveable member;

flowing gas into the chamber;

in a compression cycle, storing energy by placing the

moveable member in communication with a source of
shaft torque through a rotating shaft to compress the gas
in the chamber with gas-liquid heat exchange, and then
transferring compressed gas from the chamber;
controlling an operational parameter of the compression
cycle to maintain a gas temperature within a range;
in an expansion cycle, transmitting out of the chamber, a
power of expanding gas against the moveable member;
and

controlling an operational parameter of the expansion

cycle to maintain a temperature of the expanding gas
within a range.

22. A method as in claim 21 wherein a sprayer is configured
to effect gas-liquid heat exchange with expanding gas within
the chamber.

23. A method as in claim 21 wherein the operational
parameter comprises a power output.

24. A method as in claim 21 wherein the operational
parameter comprises an electrical load.

25. A method as in claim 21 wherein the moveable member
comprises a piston in communication with the rotating shaft
through a piston rod.

26. A method as in claim 25 wherein the rotating shaft
comprises a crankshaft.

27. A method as in claim 21 wherein gas is admitted to the
chamber for expansion through a first valve under electronic
control.

28. A method as in claim 27 wherein the first valve com-
prises a cam-operated poppet valve.
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29. A method as in claim 27 wherein the operational
parameter comprises a valve timing.

30. A method as in claim 27 wherein the first valve is
opened to admit a pre-determined amount of gas to the cham-
ber for expansion, such that when the piston reaches anend of 5
an expansion stroke, a desired pressure approximately equal
to a next lower pressure stage is achieved.
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